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D. R. Wijewardene

D. R. Wijewardene (1886-1950) was one of the greatest newspapermen in the history of Sri
Lanka. His influence on the public life island in the four decades up to Independence was
unique.

Mr. Wijewardene first took control of the Sinhala daily newspaper ‘Dinamina’ and in 1918 at
the age of 32 launched the ‘Ceylon Daily News’.

He bought the ‘Ceylon Observer’ in 1923 and added a string other newspapers to his
expending publishing company.

He was an active supporter of the pioneers of the Reform Helped Ceylon gain
Independence.

He died two years after Ceylon gained Independence, leaving the legacy of a powerful and
influential press empire known as Lake House.



