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WHAT’S INSIDE:
Issue 03 of Newsline deals with current and up-coming 

na�onal phenomena from the impending presiden�al 
elec�ons to our work supporing the Right to Informa�on 

(RTI) Act and a glimpse of life along the Bambalapi�ya 

railway line. 
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Print Media Observation run by SLPI on
the 2019 Presidential Elections

Press Ins�tute (SLPI) undertakes a fair, independent and unbiased observa�on of mainstream print 
media as an independent and impar�al body. The expected outcome of the project is a confirma�on that 

ci�zens of Sri Lanka are informed with unbiased news reportage, which in turn enables them to 
make informed decisions about their individual and collec�ve futures.

Mainstream print media of Sinhala, Tamil and English Languages observed since the point of 
nomina�ons on 7th October 2019 have provided space in newspapers for the presiden�al candidates 

as follows. The results are as at 31st October 2019.
Please note that the observa�on includes alloca�on of space for Presiden�al candidates on the 
front page and the editorial only. Figure 1 represents the total graded coverage per candidate in 
mainstream print media while figure 2 represents the division between State and Private media 

and their total coverage per Presiden�al candidate. Please log in to www.slpi.lk for a detailed 
analysis of print media observa�on.  
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IDENTITIES FOR SALE:
LIFE BETWEEN WAVES & RAILS

The residents of the coastal area in Bambalapi�ya, 
in Colombo City, near the railway sta�on live 
amidst a lot of difficul�es. They are without 
electricity or water and are visited by the     
poli�cians only during elec�ons. About 26 
families of ethnic and religious diversity have 
been living in the area for over 30 years. Each 
person in the area has their own story of how 
they came to reside in the slums between the 
railway track and the sea along the Colombo 4 
coastline. The residents are deprived and 
desperate and are without proper recogni�on 
from the government.

“Many of these people do not have their birth 

certificates; they know neither their date of
birth nor the names of their parents. During

An extract from “Sea view from a slum”
published in The Catamaran and written by

M. Newton and V.Priyadharshan
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election periods politicians come and give us 
temporary identity cards. They take the ID 
cards back once the election is over.”

Poli�cal benefits may have permi�ed erec-

�on of these huts although the country’s law
prohibits construc�ons within 200 meters of 
the seashore. These residents are drawn in to
the standard discourse of “ci�zenhood” only 
as poten�al voters. They are otherwise 
deprived of all rights of ci�zenship; they live in 
extreme poverty, insecurity and are denied 
par�cipa�on in the popular governing struc-

ture of the country.
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RTI

In striving to maintain and 

promote good governance 

and freedom of expression 

SLPI’s advocacy in spreading 

awareness and training on 

the Right to Information Act 

has been dominant. SLPI 

continues to broaden their             

programmes in this area for 

its greater dissemination.

CATAMARAN

The Catamaran is a

tri-lingual portal of SLPI,

publishing work on

transitional justice and

reconciliation by journalists

from all over Sri Lanka.

The stories provide

background and add analysis

to the most interesting 

topics in the country.

SLPI

Sri Lanka Press Institute is 

a not for profit organization 

advocating media freedom 

and professionalizing 

journalism in order to 

nurture an informed and 

discerning public

committed to democratic 

ideals. 

A resident of Anuradhapura unsa�sfied by the 
response of the Mihintale Divisional Secretariat 
regarding the queries she had made regarding a 

land she had enlisted a survey with to get its         
ownership cleared, files an RTI with the Mihintale 
Divisional Secretariat seeking a be�er and a 
proper explana�on regarding the land                         
demarca�on and its ownership.

The DS office that previously unacknowledged the 
existence of such records responds to the RTI 
sta�ng that the due comple�on of the payment 
process will provide the applicant with requested 
informa�on.

The documents that were later sent by the 
Divisional Secretariat showed that the             
applicant was en�tled to a larger extent of 
land than what was formerly owned by her.

The documents also revealed that the land 
she owned had been considered a 
State-owned land in oversight. The approval 
of the provincial land commissioner officially 
en�tled ownership of the land with the applicant.

RTI helped reveal all these informa�on pushing 

the authori�es to be more accountable while 
providing the ci�zens with a be�er prac�ce of 
rights and improving ci�zen-engagement 
with democracy and good governance.

Visit rtisrilanka.lk to read more articles on RTI in Sinhala, 
Tamil and English

RTI FOR ACCOUNTABILITY AND MORE


