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The e-Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Press Institute

WHAT’S INSIDE:
Welcome to the inaugural edition of Newsline,     
the e-newsletter of the Sri Lanka Press Institute. 
This month, we feature success stories from our 
RTI work and features from Catamaran, a             
reconciliation based publication we have been 
running since 2016.
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Right to Information
Sparks More Lives
The rural hospital in Aluthgama, Katugastota in 

the Kandy District has been without a licensed 

healthcare professional to facilitate the needs of 

pa�ents for years. According to the people in this 
area the minor staff in the hospital has been 
a�ending pa�ents in performing du�es that 
should be provided by trained nurses. The lack of 
healthcare facilitators has put the pa�ents in an 
extremely miserable condi�on.

A concerned youth of the Aluthgama area filed 
an RTI applica�on to the Ministry of Health 
reques�ng to know why healthcare professionals 

were not assigned to the hospital. Soon a�er the 
RTI was filed, a healthcare facilitator was 
appointed to the hospital by the Ministry. 

The Ministry had also informed that they had 
been unaware of the shortage of healthcare 

professionals in the hospital. Awareness of RTI 
has thus served in the best interest of ci�zens in 
bringing about be�er social condi�ons across 
districts in Sri Lanka.

The prac�ce and awareness of Right to Informa�on 
both contributes to the upkeep of good                
governance in the country and enhances ci�zen 
engagement with democracy.

Visit www.rtisrilanka.lk to read more ar�cles on RTI.



PILGRIMS ON THE MADHU ROAD:
When shared identities signify more than race or religion

Sri Lanka’s mul�-ethnic landscape is visibly 
evident across the country, even in small towns 

and hamlets, where people of many faiths 

dwell as a single community. 

Speaking to a few residents in a similar commu-
nity within Mannar District, we were able to 
get a personal perspec�ve on what this means.   

“Some of them cannot speak Sinhala. That is 
not a problem for us. We know Tamil well 
enough. But we are Sinhala.”

Mrs. L.K Kumarihami, aged 73 has been a 
resident of Madhu in Mannar District since 
birth. She has moved from Mannar during the 
war and has re-se�led in Vikumpura, Mannar 
in 2010. Vikumpura is an area on the Mannar, 
Madawachhi road that runs up to Madu Church 
and situated on the side of Malwathu Oya. 

“Malwathu oya reminds me of Sri Maha Bodhi 
in Anuradhapura and Madhu Church makes me 
close to the Chris�an religion” says Mrs. 
Padmawathie. It’s very strange here. We go to 
Kovil we also go to the Temple. We have no 
difference from Tamil to Sinhala to Buddhist to 
Hindu. Everybody in the village gets together in 
worship. Although we are not Chris�an we go 
to Madhu Church. There are not many Muslims 
in our area. But even they join us in public 
events and engage in trade ac�vi�es. The fi�y 
odd Sinhala families like ours live in harmony 
with other ethnic groups in this way. 

At bad �mes more than the Sinhalese non-Sin-
halese are at our side to share everything. 

“We can never tell a Sinhalese from a Tamil as 
we both go to the temple and the Kovil. 
Nobody can tell us apart when we are on the 

street. We only speak a li�le Sinhala at home”

The lack of a Sinhala teaching school was men-
�oned as one of the biggest problems that the 
residents face. The Mannar life they adore is 
disrupted as this issue prompts them to leave 

for other parts of the country. Although lack of 
water is also a major problem, the residents 
accustomed to the Northern climate and its 

difficul�es say that there’s nothing more sa�s-
fying as leading life in their birth land. 

“This place was built even before the �mes of 
conflict. It was not destroyed even during the 
war because this was a place shared by every-
body.” 

We met all these groups at Bodhiraja Vihara in 
the Madhu road a�ending the fes�val of 
unveiling the koth vehera of the Sthupa. The 
Vihara is not only a Buddhist worship site but 
also a space where all ethnic groups come 

together in harmony. 

Extracted from an article originally
published in Catamaran and written

by Sarath Manula Wickrama
 @ thecatamaran.org
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RTI

In striving to maintain and 

promote good governance 

and freedom of expression 

SLPI’s advocacy in spreading 

awareness and training on 

the Right to Information Act 

has been dominant. SLPI 

continues to broaden their             

programmes in this area for 

its greater dissemination.

CATAMARAN

The Catamaran is a

tri-lingual portal of SLPI,

publishing work on

transitional justice and

reconciliation by journalists

from all over Sri Lanka.

The stories provide

background and add analysis

to the most interesting 

topics in the country.

SLPI

Sri Lanka Press Institute is 

a not for profit organization 

advocating media freedom 

and professionalizing 

journalism in order to 

nurture an informed and 

discerning public

committed to democratic 

ideals. 
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