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NEWSLINE
The e-Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Press Institute

WHAT’S INSIDE:
The fourth edition of Newsline covers a series of current 

topics including the final results of the Press Poll carried 

out by SLPI on the recently concluded Presidential       

Elections, a story from our RTI work and a novel narrative 

on Sri Lanka’s Heavy Metal community as an unlikely 

example of reconciliation in the country. 
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Print Media
Observation
of Election
Reporting
run by SLPI

Sri Lanka Press Ins�tute (SLPI)                
undertakes a fair, independent and 
unbiased observa�on of mainstream 
print media as an independent and 
impar�al body. The expected outcome 
of the project is a confirma�on that 
ci�zens of Sri Lanka are informed with 
unbiased news reportage, which in 
turn enables them to make informed 
decisions about their individual and 
collec�ve futures.

Mainstream print media of Sinhala, 
Tamil and English languages observed 
since the point of nomina�ons on the 
7th October 2019 to the end of          
elec�ons upto 18th November.       
Newspapers have provided coverage 
for Presiden�al candidates as follows. 

Please note that the observa�on 
includes alloca�on of space for          
Presiden�al Candidates on the front 
page and the editorial column only. 
Figure 1 represents the trend analysis 
of total coverage for Presiden�al 
Candidates on the front page and 
editorial column of newspapers while 
Figure 2 represents the trend analysis 
of posi�ve coverage for Presiden�al 
Candidates in elec�on repor�ng and 
Figure 3 is an illustra�on of the trend 
analysis of nega�ve coverage for Presi-
den�al Candidates. 

Please log in to www.slpi.lk for a 
detailed analysis of print media              
observa�on.



RTI Prompts Diligence
& Citizen Engagement
with Public Authority

The construc�on ac�vi�es of the new bus 
stand building in Gampaha came to a close in
June 2018. However, the new building was 
not vested with the public even a�er five 
months of its comple�on. The building was 
being used by random occupants for various 
inappropriate ac�vi�es whereby the public 
property was being misused. Since there had 
not been proper maintenance of the building 
it had also been used as a garbage dumping 
site.

A concerned youth in the town filed an RTI 
with the Gampaha Municipal Council 
reques�ng to know why it had not been 
vested with the public in �me. 
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Within the due dura�on of response, the 
applicant received a wri�en response by the 
Council explaining that the delay was due to 
the lack of sanitary facility in the new            
construc�on.  The RTI that prompted the 
comple�on of this facility is now vested with 
the public and is being put to produc�ve use.

The prac�ce and awareness of Right to            
Informa�on both contributes to the upkeep 
of good governance in the country and 
enhances ci�zen engagement with democracy.
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HEAVY METAL & RECONCILIATION

The raw honesty and faithful portrayal of 
uncensored truth in heavy metal music has 
a�racted young genera�ons of Sri Lanka 
since its birth in the mid 90’s. Noteworthy 
composi�ons ques�on the status quo and 
the validity of racial and religious constructs 
which are sources of division than of              
togetherness. Poli�cally �nged music o�en 
empowers and inspires genera�ons to reject 
social condi�oning and cri�cally assess far 
more sober reali�es for themselves.

The world over, Heavy Metal urges listeners 
to celebrate diversity – a counter-cultural 
ethos in its Sri Lankan manifesta�on also 
follows, with composi�ons that are                   
inherently Sri Lankan. Lyrical and composi-
�onal content of the music work symbio�-

cally to create an authen�c na�onal subgenre 
of metal that inspire fans to both challenge 
and enrich their na�onal inheritance.

Lankan ‘metalheads’ also understand what it 
means to be marginalized. Heavy Metal isn’t 
everyone’s cup of tea. Thus, fans are subjugated 

and persecuted for their music, appearance 
and the lifestyle associated with heavy 
metal. 

A metalhead’s values or ideologies are o�en 
shunned by society simply because they 
don’t align with our conven�onal value 
system and ‘the way things have always 
been’. They remain proverbial ‘outsiders’ of 
Lankan society which help them iden�fy 
with other marginalized and vic�mized 
minori�es in the country. 



96 Kirula Road

Colombo 00500

0115 353 635

info@slpi.lk

www.slpi.lk

RTI

In striving to maintain and 

promote good governance 

and freedom of expression 

SLPI’s advocacy in spreading 

awareness and training on 

the Right to Information Act 

has been dominant. SLPI 

continues to broaden their             

programmes in this area for 

its greater dissemination.

CATAMARAN

The Catamaran is a

tri-lingual portal of SLPI,

publishing work on

transitional justice and

reconciliation by journalists

from all over Sri Lanka.

The stories provide

background and add analysis

to the most interesting 

topics in the country.

SLPI

Sri Lanka Press Institute is 

a not for profit organization 

advocating media freedom 

and professionalizing 

journalism in order to 

nurture an informed and 

discerning public

committed to democratic 

ideals. 

From 2007 to 2009, the long war saw 
its last and most brutal days. In Colombo 
too, Tamils were being evicted and 
racial tensions were almost palpable. It 
was also during this �me that metal 
bands began to work together, crea�ng 
a collec�ve culture with a breath of 
new music and a series of concerts, 
held typically on the last Sunday of 
every month. These events were the 
an�thesis of what I had experienced 
elsewhere. In place of division, hatred 
and fear, there was unity, camaraderie 
and affec�on between people of all 
races and religions. 

The Heavy Metal community maybe a small one in Sri Lanka, but they are family. Those struggling with       
iden�ty poli�cs surrounding race and ethnicity found a safe haven within this community.

“When I was born, I had inherited war. I don’t recall a �me when it was ever absent. But now, I have a home 
inside the chaos – and here, no war is present”.

An extract from “Heavy Metal- The Sound of Reconciliation” published in The Catamaran
Wri�en by Vimukthi Karunaratne
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